Misconceptions about Your High School Program at North Addington
1. I want to be a Police Officer.  This school doesn’t offer what I need to be a Police Officer.

To become a Police Officer there are many pathways.  Many students choose to apply to a Police Foundations program at college.  The minimum requirements to this program are an OSSD and Grade 12 College English.  Other routes include going to university and majoring in Criminology (or any other major) and then applying to college to the Police Foundations program.  Earning a Police Foundations Diploma does not guarantee you will become a Police Officer.  You then must pass a standardized literacy, mathematics and fitness test and be hired to a police service.  
In high school, the recommended preparation for the Police Foundations Program includes the prerequisite of Grade 12 College English but also include other courses.  Courses in math, law, history, geography, social sciences, physical education, biology, chemistry, physics, and technology are all recommended and would add to your learning.
2. I'm going to switch schools because they don’t offer what I need to be an engineer.

North Addington offers all courses that are required to be accepted into an engineering program.  The following courses at the Grade 12 University level are the entrance requirements for engineering at university:  English, Advanced Functions, Calculus and Vectors, Physics, Chemistry, and Biology.  Other academic preparation includes courses in geography, history, social sciences, the Arts, technology, and physical education.  These courses are offered to students in different ways including regular classroom, correspondence and through e-learning.  Because of the number of prerequisite courses for this program, students need to carefully plan their high school program to ensure that they have all of the required credits.
3. I want to be an ECE (Early Childhood Educator).  None of the courses this school offers will be useful.

To be an Early Childhood Educator, many courses in high school would be relevant.  Courses in social sciences, math, English, physical and health education, history, geography, technology, and the arts would all help prepare you for the dynamic world of working with children.  You will need a wide range of knowledge and skills to work with children in the future and all of these courses would give you preparation for this field.  For example, taking a Guitar course would provide you with foundational knowledge in music.  Music is often used when working with children and assists in their development.  
If this is your chosen pathway, you may also consider a coop or Peer Tutor placement to see if you really want to enter this pathway.  Completing a placement in an Early Learning classroom or local playgroup will give you firsthand experience in this field. 
4. I get 2 spares in high school.

While it is possible to take 2 study periods during a four year high school program (8 credits a year for four years = 32 credits – an OSSD requires 30), taking a study period is not recommended for all students.  Challenge yourself by doing more than the minimum required.  If you know you will spend your time wandering the halls, consider taking a course or using that time to volunteer.
5. I want to take something useful for what I am going through for – a Social Worker --- World Issues 12U won’t help me at all.

World Issues (or any other Grade 12 geography course) would be valuable for any field of study after high school.  The world views and current issues described in this course help students understand the world around them better.  In addition to this, practice writing papers, organizing, researching, planning and synthesizing information are a critical part of this course and of any post secondary pathway.  Collaboration and learning strategies for solving large-scale problems are also a key part of this course.  Developing these skills in high school will help you in the future in whatever pathway you choose.  
6. I will just take it by correspondence.  That way it will be easier and I can get a way better mark.

Correspondence courses are designed to add to a student’s education and are not intended to be the primary source of credits for a student.  Students that can demonstrate a need to take a course and the ability to be successful in an independent learning model may be eligible for a correspondence course.  Students may only take one correspondence course per year.  Only courses not offered in regular day school can be taken by correspondence (see Correspondence Protocol for more information).
7. Co-op is just for people who want to work right out of high school.

Co-op experiences are for everyone.  The great thing about completing a coop placement is that it gives you a taste of what working in a particular sector is like.  In some cases, after completing a coop placement, students have decided on changing their career plans and in others the placement solidified what they wanted to do.  Completing a co-op placement will help you develop transferable skills like problem solving and interpersonal skills that will be critical to future employment.
8. There is nowhere around here to get community hours.

There are many places to get community hours around the school and in our local community.  Because you can begin collecting hours as soon as you graduate from Grade 8, it is recommended that you start then.  As you move through high school and you begin to take part in more activities, you may find it difficult to complete your hours if you leave them until your Grade 12 year.  Ask at Student Services for information on how you can connect with places that need volunteers, and talk to your teachers, neighbours and friends about possible volunteer opportunities.  There is also a volunteer bulletin board outside Student Services where any opportunities to volunteer that we are aware of are posted.

9. I’ll just drop this course – I don’t like it anyway so I’ll just take a spare.

Dropping a course is a very serious matter that should not be taken lightly.  Consider the following:  Do I need this as a prerequisite for a post secondary program? Do I need this course as academic preparation for a post secondary program?  What other courses are available during this time period?  Does this course prepare me for something else in high school?  Will I gain transferable skills in this class that I can apply to other aspects of my post secondary pathway and/or outside life?  What will I do with my time?  Will I need the skills in this course to get a job later in life?  

Parental permission is required for all course changes.  Be sure to discuss your plans with your parents prior to completing a course change with Student Services.  All course changes must be made within the first two weeks of class. 
10. I want to be a lawyer.  I only want to take law classes.  
There are only 3 law courses in the Ontario Curriculum (CLU3M, CLU3E and CLN4U).  These courses are offered  at NAEC on a per interest basis. 
To become a lawyer, you must first complete an undergraduate degree at a university – students can major in a variety of different subject areas (English, sociology, history, geography, biology, …), take the LSAT and be accepted to a Law School.  Courses that help to develop strong organizational, research, planning, synthesizing, writing analysis  and mathematical literacy skills are all essential to proper preparation for this potential career pathway.  
11. I want to go to college but I don’t like math so I can’t go to college for Police Foundations or ECE if I take Grade 12 workplace math.

Grade 12 Math is not a prerequisite for all college programs.  While many programs recommended the Math 12 College (MAP4C or equivalent), in some cases it is not required at all.  Research on the internet or through college books available in Student Services about the program you are interested in as you make your course selection.

12. I am going to take all correspondence courses.

You cannot come to regular day school and take all correspondence courses. 

13. I should only take M level courses to go to university – U level ones are too hard.

If you are planning to go to university, you will find that a mix of 12U and 12M courses may be appropriate.  Many universities will only accept 2 “4M” courses in the top six course requirement for university entrance.  Go online or research through books at Student Services the specific program you are applying to and plan your course selection accordingly.  Grade 12M courses are designed for students who are entering the university or college pathway.
14. I want to get paid for coop.  Where will I work?

Paid coops are not guaranteed.  If you are interested in a paid coop, you need to find a placement yourself.  Every effort will be made to find a suitable unpaid coop for students who are interested.
15. I want to do an apprenticeship.  I don’t need to take law.
Taking a wide variety of courses is critical in high school. Even if you are planning to take an apprenticeship, courses in law or sociology can be very useful.  They provide skills like planning, researching, synthesizing and organizing information.  These courses will also improve your literacy skills all around.  These skills will be useful to you in all aspects of your life.

16. I am going to major in sociology at university.  I don’t need to take biology, chemistry or even math so I won’t take them.

Keeping the type of courses you take in high school broad is very important.  Even if you want to major in sociology at university, having courses in the sciences and the arts helps you to make connections within and between subject areas which helps improve your overall understanding of all concepts.  
17. I don’t need grade 12 Math.

Grade 12 Math in any pathway, although not compulsory to getting an OSSD, is highly recommended.  Not only is it a prerequisite for many (but not all) college, apprenticeship and university programs, it is highly useful for your life beyond high school.  Don’t let a fear of math stop you from learning all you can about it in high school while it is free.  Many jobs require a grade 12 Math course, while others require you to take a standardized math test to qualify to apply for a job (ex. Policing).  Grade 12 Math is the course most often sought out by students at our Adult site.
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